The Just  Mean

"insects, foremost of which are to be mentioned the
"honey-bees. This society, which man has had under
"domestication so many thousand years that the begin-
"ning has been forgotten, has won the admiration of the
"world, and poets and philosophers have immortalised
"it with their words. What could appear more perfect?
''Each member of the society is apparently free, and each
"labors for the common good. Truly it seems an ideal
"state; but, to attain this ideal state, queens must kill
"their sisters or be killed by them; thousands must be
"relegated to ceaseless toil, and kings exist but for a day.
"This perfect state consists only of a queen-mother and
"thousands of sexless slaves. All exist, not for their
"own individual pleasure, improvement or happiness, but
"only for the community. If socialists will study this
"and other examples of states which have resolutely
"worked out the social problems to a successful finish they
"will perhaps get an inkling of how far off is the realisa-
"tion of all Utopias."

Neither of these extremes will men tolerate. "Unsocial-
ised they cannot attain civilisation; over-socialised they
cannot attain individual development. Where is the
line to be drawn?

The question presses for consideration. I am not re-
ferring to the actual period of war, because in war-time
the nation is admittedly everything, the individual noth-
ing. The last half century has been and the century
that is to come will be compelled to consider and solve this
problem: Where is the line to be drawn between individu-
alism and socialism? On that issue political parties must
presently divide, one tending in one direction, the other
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